
Swiss Summer School  
in Palliative Care Research
The National Research Programme “End of Life” (NRP 67) of the Swiss National 
Science Foundation (SNSF) and the research network “palliative care research 
switzerland” (pcrs) are organizing a Summer School for doctoral/postdoctoral 
researchers and academics involved in research projects. The Summer School 
is intended to strengthen participants’ skills in end-of-life and palliative care 
research in Switzerland.

Dates: 22 to 24 August 2018
Place: Murten (Switzerland), Münchenwiler Castle



Swiss Summer School in Palliative Care Research

The National Research Programme “End of Life” (NRP 67) 
of the Swiss National Science Foundation (SNSF) and the 
research network “palliative care research switzerland” 
(pcrs) are organizing a Summer School for doctoral/post-
doctoral researchers and academics involved in research 
projects. The Summer School is intended to strengthen 
participants’ skills in end-of-life and palliative care re-
search in Switzerland.

The Summer School will foster knowledge exchange and 
collaboration between disciplines, provide education 
and training, and serve as a platform for networking and 
development of new projects in end-of-life and palliative 
care research.

General information about the Summer School 
 – Dates: 22 to 24 August 2018
 – Place: Murten (Switzerland), Münchenwiler Castle
 – Language: English
 – Costs: CHF 300.–
 – Deadline for submission of projects: 28 February 2018
 – Contact person: Claudia Michel, claudia.michel@bfh.ch 

Target Audience
The Summer School’s target audience comprises doctoral candi-
dates / early postdoctoral candidates and other researchers who 
wish to deepen their skills in end-of-life and palliative care re-
search. For each topic, there will be an input by experts, followed 
by a case study session to discuss ongoing research projects. 
Therefore, researchers are invited to submit descriptions of their 
projects (details below). Note: Submitting a research project is not 
a requirement for participating in the Summer School.

The interdisciplinary Steering Committee of the research network 
“palliative care research switzerland” will review the submitted 
project descriptions. Candidates will be informed regarding their 
submission in April 2018.

For further details and inquiries, please contact Claudia Michel: 
claudia.michel@bfh.ch 

For general information, consult our website:  
www.palliative-care-forschung.ch/

Münchenwiler Castle



Expert Insights and Case Study Sessions
Senior-level international and national researchers from a broad 
spectrum of disciplines have been invited to serve as experts at 
the Summer School. They will provide insights into their own 
research and offer advice regarding participants’ projects during 
case study session. 

Contributions are structured according to the following topics 
(and researchers):

1. Public Health and Palliative Care 
Luc Deliens, Ghent University and VUB Brussels

Abstract follows

2. Ethics of Decision-Making 
Manuel Trachsel, University of Zurich, Samia Hurst, University  
of Geneva

Decision-making in medicine involving palliative care comprises 
manifold ethical issues, including: the tension between medi-
cal indications, clinical evidence, and the actual intervention; 
economic considerations with regard to scarce resources; and the 
ubiquitous ethical conflict between patients’ rights of self-deter-
mination and the need to protect vulnerable patients from harm. 
Key concepts pertaining to the latter ethical conflict are informed 
consent, decision-making capacity, and voluntariness. Conceptual, 
ethical, and practical issues as well as empirical findings regard-
ing the concept of decision-making capacity are discussed with a 
focus on palliative care.

3. Palliative Care, Chronic Care, and Dementia 
Michael Ewers, Charité Universitätsmedizin Berlin, Florian Riese, 
University of Zurich

This session will focus on the situation of patients suffering from 
different physically or mentally debilitating chronic illnesses – 
especially in their later stages – and the healthcare they need 
and receive. Special attention will be paid to needs-based, 
patient-centred, cross-sectional, and multi-professional models 
of palliative care for different target groups (e.g. patients with 
dementia or technology-dependent patients with chronic respira-
tory insufficiency).

4. Caring Communities and Family Caregivers 
International expert tbd, Corina Salis Gross, University of Bern

Over the last 10 years, community partnerships in palliative care 
have become a priority in end-of-life care in many cities and 
countries all over the world. In this session, we will explore the 
sociological and political reasons for this movement as well as 
discuss the main theoretical frameworks, practice methods, and 
approaches to research on this topic. The focus will be on anthro-
pological and sociological perspectives (exchange theory, action 
research, community development, social ecology, etc.).

5. Communication, Rituals, and Spiritual Care 
Dorothea Lüddeckens, University of Zurich, Claudia Kohli,  
University of Bern

Within the sphere of palliative care, matters of spirituality 
frequently arise. A growing body of empirical evidence confirms 
the critical nature of exploring the many ways meaning-making 
takes places in such contexts. Indeed, it is from the setting of 
palliative care that spiritual care first emerged. In this session, 
some crucial topics will be discussed, providing tools for all care 
providers within the sphere of palliative care, beyond those in the 
chaplaincy.

Submission of Project Descriptions
If you are interested in discussing your research project, please 
send us a description. Please submit the following information  
as an MS Word document or a PDF file to Claudia Michel  
(claudia.michel@bfh.ch):

Assignment to session
To what session(s) of the Summer School does your research 
project belong?

1. Public Health and Palliative Care
2. Ethics of Decision-Making
3. Palliative Care, Chronic Care, and Dementia
4. Caring Communities  and Family Caregivers
5. Communication, Rituals, and Spiritual Care

Provide five keywords to describe your project.

What is your research project about?
Please provide information (2–5 pages) about your research 
project according to the following format: Title, abstract, 
purpose, methods, scope, results, and conclusions (if already 
available)

Reason(s) for your interest in the Summer School
For example, topics and questions you wish to receive insight 
into.

General information
Dates available for contact; name, organization, address,  
city, phone, e-mail

Your information will be sent to the inter-/national experts to 
help them prepare for their sessions.

The Submission Deadline is 28 February 2018.

Summer School registration 
Those who wish to participate in the Summer School without 
submitting a project are kindly requested to send an e-mail to 
Claudia Michel (claudia.michel@bfh.ch). They will be informed 
as soon as registration opens for the Summer School.



Berner Fachhochschule
Soziale Arbeit 
Hallerstrasse 10
3012 Bern

Telefon +41 31 848 36 00

soziale-arbeit@bfh.ch
soziale-arbeit.bfh.ch

Studium
– Bachelor und Master in Sozialer Arbeit

Weiterbildung
– Master, Diploma und Certificate of Advanced Studies
– Kurse
– Betriebsinterne Weiterbildungen

Dienstleistungen 
– Evaluationen und Gutachten
– Entwicklung und Beratung
– Bildung und Schulung

Angewandte Forschung und Entwicklung 
– Soziale Intervention
– Soziale Organisation
– Soziale Sicherheit


